
The love of small animals, chick-
ens and bees, was definitely in

the air at the Aug. 17 Moraga Plan-
ning Commission meeting. It was
scheduled as a study session for a
modification of the existing ordinance
that does not allow raising non-pet an-
imals on properties less than one acre.
Most of the people who attended the
meeting spoke in favor of the new text
that would allow the majority of resi-
dents with a backyard to raise small
animals.  Beekeepers were also in at-
tendance and asked that the proposed
text be reviewed based on expert
knowledge of what makes a healthy
hive and non-aggressive bees.  Con-

cerns were raised regarding how the
town would enforce best practices if
a coop became a nuisance.  

      
Brian Horn, associate planner,

said Moraga took advantage of the
extensive research the city of
Lafayette conducted two years ago re-
garding regulations in comparable
communities when they adopted a
similar ordinance. “We customized it
to fit our specific situation,” he con-
firmed.

      
Small farm animals are defined as

hoofless creatures including chickens,
turkeys, doves, pigeons, quail, game
birds, rabbits and honeybees.  They
can be raised without permit or noti-
fication if the residents have enough
room in their backyard, but keeping
of honeybees would require an ad-
ministrative permit that would include
neighbors' notification.

      
Keeping small animals would be

allowed on 6,000-10,000 square foot
parcels; six on parcels between 10,000
and 20,000 square feet; eight on parcels
between 20,000 and 40,000 square
feet; and 16 on parcels over 40,000
square feet. Keeping small animals
would not be allowed on lots less than
6,000 square feet, unless an exception
was granted.  Raising them would be
allowed for single-family residences, as
well as duplexes and triplexes as long
as the backyard area is wide enough
and the other residents are agreeable to
the project.

      
The text would include sheltering

and maintenance requirements in
order to eliminate all types of nui-
sance to the neighbors. Slaughtering
would be permitted, since the purpose
of allowing this activity is to encour-
age local food production, as long as
it remains humane and inconspicuous

to neighbors.

      
One resident, De Etta Kay

Reynolds, spoke against the ordi-
nance.  The Moraga resident, who
said she was raised on a farm around
animals, stated that she did not think
that they had their place in Moraga
because they can become a public
health hazard, they are noisy and they
smell.  She added that she did not
think that newcomers are paying over
a million dollars for homes next to
chickens.  

      
Other residents who attended the

meeting supported the project. Sev-
eral highlighted the fact that raising
small animals is a great project for
parents and children to do together,
that it taught responsibility as well as
a sense of where food comes from.
Others indicated that this was now
part of the lifestyle in many cities, in-
cluding San Francisco and Oakland.
John Kiefer of Lafayette, who has
trained hundreds on how to build
odor- and maintenance-free chicken
coops, assured the commission that
sustainable chicken keeping was both
useful and pleasurable. There was
general support for the ordinance as
drafted, except from the only family
of beekeepers who came to the meet-
ing.  

      
Andy and Wendy Scheck, owners

of Lamorinda Weekly, have been bee-
keepers in Moraga for a few years.
Andy Scheck explained that limiting
the number of beehives to two did not
make a lot of sense as the world of
bees is changing.  He noted that the
placement of hives proposed in the
text does not take good beekeeping
practices into account and that honey-
bees are non-aggressive insects when
they are not under stress.  Scheck re-

minded commissioners of the impor-
tance of backyard bees to pollinate
local plants as well as being part of the
effort to restore healthy bee popula-
tions. The beekeepers also stressed
the importance of having experienced
beekeepers, such as Mount Diablo
Beekeepers Association members,
train new beekeepers.

      
Resident AJ Eames noted that

these insects and animals are useful
precursor species, as bees pollinate
plants and chickens produce manure
to fertilize the soil.

      
Some planning commissioners,

especially Steve Woehleke, wrestled
with the difficulty to enforce good
maintenance rules if an ordinance was
adopted.  Planning Director Ellen
Clark noted that there are already
many "underground" chicken coops
in Moraga and that the way ordi-
nances are enforced is when a com-
plaint is filed. If an ordinance was
adopted and a coop became a nui-
sance, citations would be issued and
if no action was taken it could lead to
town abatement of the problem.

      
Vice-Chair Christine Kuckuk and

commissioners Ravi Mallela and
Suzanne D'Arcy strongly supported the
project, recommending that staff meet
with professional beekeepers to draft a
regulation that would benefit honey-
bees and protect allergic neighbors.

      
After the meeting, Horn said he

would meet with the Mount Diablo
Beekeepers Association shortly and
that a proposed ordinance would come
back to the Planning Commission in
September for recommendation to the
Town Council.  The objective is to
have the council make a final decision
before the end of the year.
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Monday, Sept. 14, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 8 canceled
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Small Animals Ordinance Study Session Goes Smoothly
By Sophie Braccini
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Neighbor dispute 8/10/15 In an on-
going dispute between two neighbors
on Alta Mesa Court, the elderly re-
porting person asked her neighbor to
not park in guest parking, because
she wanted her caregiver to be able
to use the stall.  She also complained
that the neighbor’s television is so
loud it causes a disturbance, and she
suspects the neighbor is also using
her water hose.  The 91-year-old
thought obtaining a police report
would help resolve the problems.  

Lost senior citizen 8/10/15  A 70-
year-old gentleman was attempting
to drive to Antioch, but stopped the
car at an unknown location due to
darkness and ended up walking to Ju-
lianna Court, at the end of the
Sanders Ranch development.  The
subject appeared confused and dis-
oriented, and believed he was still
near Antioch.  He was transported by
police back to the station, where he
was picked up by his wife.  Cops
looked around, but couldn’t find his
car.  They also sent a Notice of Re-
Examination to the DMV.

Pillow theft 8/10/15  An Alta Mesa
Court resident reported than an or-
ange decorative ceramic ball and two
large pillows were stolen from her
yard.  No suspects or leads at this
time.

Unwanted guest 8/16/15 Police re-
sponded to the Moraga Country Club
pool at 10 p.m. because it was closing
time, and a guest refused to leave,
asking to stay longer.  A verbal argu-

ment ensued, although there was no
physical contact.  The 31-year-old
fellow appeared intoxicated and de-
cided to walk home after agreeing to
telephone his mother and have her
come pick him up.

Mental illness 8/18/15  Officers at-
tempted to contact the subject who
had been reported as suspicious at
2:30 a.m. in an undisclosed neighbor-
hood.  She attempted to avoid offi-
cers by crossing an intersection
against a red light, then began yelling
that she was being “murdered.”
Cops evaluated her and determined
that she was a danger to herself, so
she was transported to Contra Costa
Regional Medical Center by the fire
department for evaluation and treat-
ment.  

Loud party 8/16/15  It was after mid-
night when cops were called to break
up a boisterous party on Eileen
Court.  Loud music and several walk-
ing drunk people were noted by po-
lice near the house.  Residents were
cooperative and about 45 party peo-
ple left the home.  The residents were
issued a Town of Moraga Warning
Notice. 

Other crimes that occurred in
Moraga between Aug. 10-18:
False Alarm – Corte Monterey,
Stonefield Place, Merrill Drive,
Larch Avenue, Wakefield Drive,
Calle La Mesa, Campolindo Drive,
Woodford Drive, Deerfield Drive   
Lost Passport – Cypress Point Way
Loud Party – Larch Drive
Rock Breaks Window – Corliss
Drive
Bike Theft – Corliss Drive 
Egged Car – Augusta Drive
Belligerent Drunk – Moraga Road
Phone Found – at the Moraga Com-
mons water fountain Aug. 15.  The
cops have it, safe and sound.  It
couldn’t be turned on for them to
phone home.

Moraga Police 
Department




